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FOR THE GOSPEL MESSENGER. 


SERMON, BY THE REV. P. J. SHAND, 


At THE CoNSECRATION oF Trinity Cuurcez, Cotumnra, oN SuNDAY THE 14TH Fes. 1847. 


“T have built an house of habitation for Thee and a place for Thy dwelling forever.” 
—2d Chronicles, 6: 2. 


These were the words of the wise King of Israel, on one of the 
most solemn and august occasions the world has ever witnessed. A 
Temple of surpassing magnificence had been just completed, It had 
been reared with the express approbation of the Almighty, for whose 
honour and worship it was intended. With regard to its form and 
materials,—its proportions and dimensions,—its external and internal 
arrangements,—the royal builder had enjoyed the counsel and guid- 
ance of the Sovereign Architect of Heaven, and of earth.* Under 
such favorable auspices the work had been commenced and had pro- 
gressed to a prosperous consummation. And, now, thousands, whose 
eyes had beamed with delight, and whose hearts had glowed with 
gratitude as the noble structure was forwarded, were assembled to see 
it specially consecrated to the service of Jehovah. Standing, at this 
moment, in the midst of the vast multitude and within the majestic 
edifice,the Jewish monarch, under the inspiring influence of the Divine 
presence,t began the office of dedication in the language of our text: 
The Lord hath said that He would dwell in the thick darkness,—But 
I have built an house of habitation for Thee and a place for Thy 
dwelling for ever. Then, turning his face and blessing the audience 
on every side, he proceeded wiih the inimitably sublime and affecting 
prayer which you have heard in one of the Lessons of the day. 

How deeply impressive must have been the scene to all who were 
privileged to witness it! Sow repiete with interest and instruction, 
to behold the first in wisdom and dominion of earthly rulers, bending 
on his knees, in lowly and devout supplication, before the King of 
Kings and Lord of Lords! How striking the humility which led him, 
though surrounded by a wondrous fabric of human skill,—of immense 
magnitude and exquisite workmanship,—thus piously to express his 
sense of it’s comparative insignificance and of the Divine condescension 
in accepting it: “ But will God, in very deed, dwell with men on the 
earth? Behold, heaven and the heaven of heavens cannot contain 
Thee: how much less this house which I have builded!” 











sa 


* 1 Chronicles, 28: 12, 19, 20. +2 Chronicles, 5: 13, 14. t 1 Kings, 8: 27. 
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My brethren—The example, the feelings and the sentiments of the 
King of the Jews on the occasion referred to, may well be employed 
to influence our conduct on this sacred day. A solemnity of similar 
character to that in which he was engaged, has now convened us. We 
have come hither to consecrate, to the same God, this Temple which 
we have built as an house of habitation for Him anda place for His 
dwelling forever. Though, at best, but an imperfect offering, yet we 
have wished and endeavoured to render it not unsuitable to the honor 
and majesty of Him, “Who filleth all in all.” And, as He graciously 
vouchsafed to Solomon an answer of favor, saying “I have heard thy 
prayer, and have chosen and sanctified this house, that my name may 
be there forever ;”* so may we humbly trust that the incense of our 
present services has ascended with acceptance to Him as “an offer- 
ing and a sacrifice for a sweet smelling savour.”’t 

But to what end have we been eccupied in the religious duties of 
this morning? Why is it, that, with becoming ceremonies and appro- 
priate devotions, we have given to God this building and vowed to 
make it an house of habitation for Him, and a place for His dwelling 
forever? In other words, what obligations does the consecration of 
this Sanctuary henceforth, impose on us and our successors, as it’s 
temporal guardians ! 

The subject embraced in these enquiries is, that we now propose to 
consider, and to which we respectfully invite your attention. 

I. In the first place, then—This Edifice is to be held sacred to the 
worship of the Most High, in the Unity and Tri-Unity, in which the 
Scriptures reveal and the Church adores Him :—the Self-Existent, 
Omnipotent and Eternal Jehovah, one God, yet three Persons, in mys- 
terious union:—God, the Father: God, the Son: and God, the Holy 
Ghost. On this lofty theme, we are here, not to be influenced by the 
speculations of a vain philosophy, but by the disclosures of the Divine 
word. Not that we fear to submit the doctrine to the most searching 
scrutiny of human reason, for it is easy to show that, though it soars 
above, it does violence to no right principle of reason. But in this 

lace and in view of the solemnities in which we have participated, 
there would be profanation in the attempt to reduce the doctrine to the 
standard of man’s comprehension. This is not a Pagan shrine reared 
to human intellect, but a Christian altar to the Christian’s Lord. And 
who is the Christian’s Lord, and how has He revealed Himself? He 
is the Ged: He is the God :{—set forth in Scripture and by the 
Church, it’s interpreter, as the Triune Jehovah. To Him, the Father, 
in His ineffable oneness with the Son and the Holy Ghost, have we 
dedicated this structure, and have thus expressed our faith, without 
reservation, in the most Holy, blessed and glorious Trinity, whose 
name it bears.§ 
e Henceforward, therefore, are we pledged from this spot to lift our 
hearts and voices, in prayer and praise, tothe God, who created :—the 
Saviour, who redeemed, and the Spirit who sanctifieth us ;—as equally 
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* 2d Chronicles, 7: 12, 16. t Ephesians, 5: 2. 
+1 Kings, 18: 39. § Trinity Church. 
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clothed with might and dominion, and equally entitled to our homage 
and adoration. 

See to it, then, my brethren, that no contrary doctrine be permitted 
to desecrate these hallowed walls. Guard them, as you would the 
apple of-your eye, from the intrusion of any teaching which would 
wrest from the Redeemer the sceptre of Divinity and degrade Him to 
the scale of created beings. Nor letthem be witness to the impiety 
of denying the God-head of Him, whom we style, in our Creed, the 
Lord and Giver of life: but let the glory of the Eternal Trinity be 
here ever acknowledged and the unity be here ever worshipped, in the 
power of the Divine Majesty,—remembering the solemn responsibility 
you have now assumed to perpetuate within these courts the steadfast 
promulgation of this faith.* 

II. Besides the doctrine just mentioned, we are bound to preserve 
this house inviolate for the exposition of such other doctrines only, as 
are read in, or may be proved by Holy Scripture.t Nothing else has 
the Church ever required to be believed as articles of faith, or consid- 
ered as necessary to salvation. Among the most essential of these, 
are the doctrines of original sin;—the atonement by Christ: the jus- 
tification of man;—and the resurrection of the body to the awards of 
eternity. 

The first of these,—the doctrine of original sin, constitutes the 
ground work of the Christian scheme :—the first link in the connected 
chain of Gospel truths. Were the nature of man not depraved, the 
redemption wrought out for him in Jesus, would be without signifi- 
cance. What need of an Atonement, were there no guilt to be 
expiated? Of deliverance from sin, were there no captivity to it? 
Deny, therefore, that every person born into the world is “ far gone 
from original righteousness and is, of his own nature, inclined to evil,”"{ 
and you strike’at the very source of that vitally important doctrine 
of the Gospel, from which all our hopes of salvation are derived; the 
one Oblation of Christ upon the Cross for the sins of the whole 
world. 

But, my brethren, neither will time permit, nor the occasion warrant 
any laboured effort to establish the truth of this doctrine. Sufficient 
for our purpose is it, that it is one which Revelation divulges, which 
experience confirms, and which the Church, in her standards and for- 
mularies, proclaims and asseverates. 

So likewise, as to the doctrine of the Atonement: that golden cord, 
which unites the glory of God and the salvation of His rational crea- 
tures. However the shafts of infidelity may have been levelled 
against it: however the powers of hell may have been employed to 
overthrow it : however a sceptical philosophy may presume to question 
it’s reality;—we, by the services of this day, have solemnly professed 
our belief in it as a tenet of the Scriptures and of the Church, to the 
maintenance of which we have consecrated ‘and set apart this house, 
that we have built for an habitation for the Almighty and a place for 
His dwelling forever. 














* Collect for Trinity Sunday. + Article 6th. t Article 9th, 
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Thus, too, the doctrine of the justification of man, by a living, 
active, operative faith alone in the Lord Jesus Christ, is a doctrine of 
the Divine Word which is here to be ever inculcated :—as is, also, the 
certainty of the resurrection of our mortal bodies to a state of infinite 
and endless blessedness or woe, according as we have accepted or 
rejected the proffers of saving mercy. 

Beneath this sacred roof, then, let us be watchfnl that these great 
doctrines, of which we have been speaking, be ever, truly and fearlessly 
upheld and taught. ‘They are intimately associated with the preach- 
ing of Jesus Christ and Him crucified. They are doctrines of Holy 
Scripture and of the Church, descending to us from the days of the 
Apostles,—held always, every where and by all the faithful: doctrines 
full of comfort and strength to the believer, and repulsive, if repul- 
sive atall, only to the wilfully impenitent : to those who have no aspi- 
rations beyond the pursuits and enjoyments of the present life. 

ITI. It will be ingumbent on us, in this place, to have a knowledge 
of the Sacraments communicated, —their necessity enforced, and their 
offices duly and solemnly administered. 

The Consecration service makes especial reference to the holy Ordi- 
nances of Baptism and the Lord’s Supper, and invokes the Divine 
blessing on all who shall receive thein. The great importance,—nay, 
the absolute necesity of these Ordinances to salvation, wherever they 
can be had, has been held by the Church from the beginning and are 
explicitly set forth in her manuals of instruction. And how could it 
be otherwise, when these Sacraments, as we know, were of Christ’s 
own institution, and are represented by Him,—the one, as essential to 
our introduction into the Christian covenant ;—the other as indispen- 
sable to our spiritual existence. Hear His own declaration as to the 
necessity of Baptism: “Except a man be born of water and of the 
Spirit, he cannot enter into the Kingdom of Heaven:’’* and with respect 
to the Eucharist, “Except ye eat the flesh of the Son of man and drink 
His bload, ye have no life in you.’’t 

In a building, therefore, set apart, as this has been, for the inculca- 
tion of Chri iétian doctri ine, and the incitement to Christian practice, these 
momentous truths of the Gospel should be affirmed with all boldness 
and fidelity, and the symbols of spiritual purification, and of the broken 
body and shed blood of a dying Saviour should be constantly dispensed 
to cleanse the heart of the penitent, through faith, from its defilement, 
and to strengthen it with that heavenly sustenance which shall endure 
unto everlasting life. 

Here, then, my brethren, let it be our care, as far as may in us lie, 
that an Ambassador of Christ shall never be wanting, in the name and 
through the grace of his Heavenly Master, to bathe unclean souls in the 
laver of regeneration, to break to the spiritually faint and weary, that 
food, which, if duly received, shall preserve them from ever hunger- 
ing, and to hold out to them that cup, which shall ever save them from 
thirst. ’ 

Here, too, from time to time, let provision be made, that the hands 
of the Chief Pastor of the flock shall be laid, in the Apostolic Rite 





* John, 3: 5. — t John; 6: 53. 
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of Confirmation on the brows of such as may b? desirous to ratify 


their baptismal vows, and to dedicate themselves, in their own per- 
sons, to the service of their Lord :—a Rite, which, though not declared 
to be necessary to salvation, has come down to us from the days of a 


Peter and a Paul, and has, always, been regarded by the Church,’as a 
channel for the conveyance of grace to the worthy recipient. 

But, while we thus pay, a due and devout attention to the observ- 
ance and are constant and faithful in the participation of the 
Sacraments, let it, at the same time, be our care, that, in this place, the 
two extremes shall be ever cautiously guarded against, of elevating 
these holy institutions so high, as to rank them, in virtue, with the 
merits of the Redeemer, or of degrading them so low, as to deny to 
them any value and to put them onthe footing of mere signs, or memo- 
rials of events in the life of Jesus, through which no grace is commu- 
nicated, and from which no blessing is to be derived. 

IV. We are to keep this house separate and apart from all uses 
unconnected with the worship of Jehovah, or inconsistent with the 
reverence which is His due. 

From this date it may, emphatically, be announced to each one 
entering these sacred portals, “ The place whereon thou standest is 
holy ground.”* Henceforward this is none other than the Sanctuary 
of the living God :—made over,—transferred,—surrendered to Him, 
by every solemnity which can make the act perfect and complete. To 
no created being does it now properly belong, but to Him alone, by 
Whom all creatures exist. For the worship of Him, in all the attri- 
butes and relations in which the Bible reveals and the Church 
acknowledges Him, has it been erected, and been this day consecra- 
ted. To this end, then, and to the spread of His Gospel is it to be 
exclusively devoted. As God is holy, so should the service here 
rendered Him, be a holy service: so should this building be forever 
separated from all unhallowed, worldly and common purposes, and 
appropriated for reading God's holy Word;—for celebrating His holy 
Sacraments ;—for offering to His glorious Majesty the sacrifices of 
prayer and thanksgiving :—for blessing the people in His name, and 
for the performance of all other holy offices.t It cannot, therefore, 
without impiety, be used for mere secular or temporal objects, and to 
you and to those who come after you, it appertains to see that it be 
preserved from such desecration. 

_ Be it your care, then, that no meetings for business, professedly of 
of a worldly character, be held within this hallowed inclosure :—that 
this house be never permitted to become the arena for political haran- 
gues,—-or for, so termed moral reform assemblages, however excel- 
lent their aim,—or, indeed, for any purpose not immediatety allied to 
the praise and worship of the Lord God Almighty and to the dissemi- 
nation of the truths of His Word. 

Let not these now consecrated walls ever resound with the shouts 
of human applause, or be witness to the scoff,—the jest,—the laugh, 
or the idle and irreverent conversation which have too often profaned 
the Temple of Jehovah. On the contrary, let it ever be remembered 





* Exodus, 3: 5. Form of Consecration. 
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that this is peculiarly the abode of the dread Majesty of the Eternal 
God Himself, and with heads uncovered, with other external testimo- 
nies of veneration, and hearts impressed with awe and a spirit. of 
fervent devotion, let us call to mind the admonitions of Holy Writ; 
“* Reverence My Sanctuary, I Am the Lord’’**—*“ Keep thy foot when 
thou goest to the house of God, and be more ready to hear than to give 
the sacrifice of fools.”t The Lord isin His Holy Temple, let all the 
earth keep silence before Him.t 

V. Weare obliged to perpetuate in this place, the faith and unity of 
the Protestant Episcopal Church, and to paya careful and steadfast 
attention to the observance of it’s order and the solemnization of the 
worship of God, according to its Liturgy and usages. 

As a Christian body we claim, and with reason, to have the faith 
once delivered to the saints. We apply to the Church of which we 
are members, the title of Scripturalas eminently her due. Her ritual 
is but the embodiment of Scripture. The sum and substance of the 
Gospel are comprised in her Creeds and Catechism, and it’s funda- 
mental precepts are concentered and expounded in her Articles. 
Large portions of the inspired volume are read on every occasion of 
her public worship, and it’s spirit pervades and is breathed forth in her 
formularies of devotion. Her faith is that which Christ and His 
Apostles taught, and which saints and martyrs contended for even unto 
death, in the first and purest ages of Christianity, when the light of 
piety shone with brightest lustre, and the hearts of it’s votaries were 
kindled, as by a live coal from God’s altar, into ardent devotion to the 
Saviour and a self-sacrificing zeal for the extension of His religion. 

This faith, then, should be preserved with jealous care, as the faith 
of the “one holy Catholic and Apostolic Church,’’§ of which we claim 
to be a legitimate branch. 

Again. We are to encourage in this place that unity which Christ 
enjoined on His followers, and to guard against that schism in the 
body, which the Apostle solemnly condemns. 

We wish and design not to speak offensively of others, who are not 
of this fold, but we trust we may be allowed, without any want of 
Christian charity, to say, that we consider our Church as that which, 
planted by Christ and His Apostles, has been transmitted to us, 
amidst the fires of persecution, and the rebuke and blasphemy to 
which it has been exposed, pure as the source from whence it sprung : 
the same Church which, at the Reformation, shook off the corruptions 
that had been penetrating her vitals, and stood forth in her pristine 
loveliness and beauty. 

We quarrel not with the honest convictions of others who may differ 
from us, and we may, therefore, express our own conscientious belief, 
that with us, are the one Lord, one faith, one baptism: the one body, 
and one spirit, even as we are called in one hope of our calling :||— 
that our Ministry of three Orders, Bishop, Priest and Deacon, is not 
an arbitrary appointment of man, but is of divine origin, existing in 





* Leviticus, 19: 30. t Ecclesiastes, 5: 1. 


¢t Habbakkuk, 2: 20. § Nicene Creed. 
_ || Ephesians, 4: 4, 5. 
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Christ’s Church, ‘from the time of the Apostles, as must be evident 
to all persons diligently reading holy Scripture and ancient authors,’’* 

It is true we have had cause, from time to time, to deplore the 
rending of the body by the severance from it of many who have set 
up other religious communions. But, for this sad defection, the 
Church is not justly responsible. She remains what she was at her 
institution,—preserving in her organization and in her various rela- 
tionships the bond of apostolic unity. 

Here, therefore, may this unity be inviolably cherished and may 
those who worship in these courts be ever protected from all divisions, 
but especially from such as may have their rise in either false doctrine, 
heresy or schism, from all which we pray in our holy Liturgy to be 
delivered. 

Again—The order of the Church should, also, be steadfastly 
observed and respected within these sacred precincts. By her 
order, we mean that which has regard to the principle of subordina- 
tion :—which unites each congregation to the entire body :—which 
keeps Clergymen and Laymen within their respective spheres of duty, 
and provides for the decent and regular administration of the Services 
and Ordinances of the Sanctuary, Without a proper attention to these 
things, the equilibrium of our ecclesiastical system would be destroyed, 
and peace, taking her flight, would leave us a prey to strife, confusion 
and every evil work,—a calamity we should make it our anxious endea- 
vor to avert, and from which it should be our earnest prayer that God 
may defend this department of His vineyard. 

One other duty imposed on us with respect to this building, by it’s 
consecration, is that of worshipping herein, according to the Liturgy 
and usages of the Protestant Episcopal Church. With no other forms 
than these, can public ascriptions of prayer and praise be ever here 
presented to the Most High (except in some special cases, provided for 
by Canon 7th) without an utter violation of a trust of no common 
sanctity.{ Nor, considered in themselves, can there be any just ground 
for a departure from these prescribed services. For never have they 
been surpassed, if indeed ever equalled, in sublimity, pathos, deep 
and fervent strains of piety, by amy unspired production. Our Book 
of Common Prayer, in which these services are contained, stands only 
next below in rank and authority to the Bible. Nothing that we can 
need of spiritual direction and comfort under any and every vicissitude 
of life, will there be sought in vain. It’s language is attuned alike to 
thé emotions of thanksgiving and of penitence :—to the expression of 
our joys and the alleviation of oursorrows. Inthe Sanctuary and inthe 
domestic circle :—in public and in private ;—in health and in sickness: 
in every period and under every event of our mortal pilgrimage, from 
the cradle to the grave, provision may be found in it’s blessed pages 
adapted to our several necessities. It has been the daily associate of 
hundreds of thousands, who imbued with it’s spirit have been profited 
by it’s instructions, and partaken largely of it’s consolations, and have 





* Preface to Ordinal. t Canon 47 of 1832. 


t Connect Canon 45 of 1832 with 3d Question addressed to the Candidate in the 
office for Ordination of Priests. 
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only laid aside it’s notes of prayer and praise, when they were called 
away from earth, to unite in the still purer melodies and more exalted 
devotions of the Paradise of God. | 

Let no inducement then, my brethren,—no false ideas of expedi- 
ency ;—no accommodation to the tastes or notions of those who may 
object to it for any cause,—ever tempt you to forgo, or to mutilate the 
sacred service of the Liturgy on any occasion of public worship in 
this holy Temple. From generation to generation have it’s con- 
fessions, it’s petitions and it’s anthems, been sounded from the altars 
and echoed back from the naves and aisles of our holy Catholic 
Church, and millions, now, throughout the world derive their highest 
happiness in paying their heartfelt homage, to Jehovah in His holy 
courts in the fervent and affecting sentiments of these devout forms. 
Let our gratitude ascend to God for preserving them for us. And let 
us be faithful to our duty by using them with the heart, no less than 
with the lips, whenever we assemble together-under this sacred roof 
to set forth God’s ‘‘ most worthy praise and to ask things requisite as 
well for the body as thesoul.”  . 

We have thus, my brethren, set before you the several objects to 
which, by the consecration of this house, it will be, henceforth, your 
own and the bounden duty of all who may succeed you in it’s temporal 
guardianship, faithfully to appropriate it Through the good provi- 
dence of that Almighty Being, whose glory, in such use of it, will be 
advanced, it has reached it’s present point of completion, without fatal 
accident to any engaged in it’s construction. Suffer me, then, on this 
interesting occasion, sincerely to congratulate you: most cordially to 
rejoice with you. By the ability and skill of the Architect* who 
planned and superintended, and of the chief buildert and others, who 
have assisted in the work, this Edifice has been reared and finished after 
the most approved style of architecture,t and with a chasteness, sim- 
plicity and beauty of arrangement, which must commend it to the taste, 
and excite the admiration of every unprejudiced beholder. In afford- 
ing the sanction of your authority, and contributing of your worldly 
substance to the erection of a fabric of so imposing and fitting a char- 
acter, you have shown yourselves superior to the unreasonable notion, 
that the higher orders of architecture should not be employed in the 
structure and embellishment of a Temple designed for the worship of 
God and the proclamation of His Gospel. And in thus doing, you 
have, doubtless, acted most in accordance with the genius of Christi- 
anity. For, was it designed by the Author of our holy religion, that 
it should have no sympathy with a sense of the beautiful? Are the 
creations of art to be applied to any thing and every thing, but to 
works intended for the honor and praise of Him, Who is the source 
and spring of every faculty possessed by man? But, it may be said 
that the heart,—the heart is alone what God demands, and that the 
heart cannot be yielded to Him in a building which combines elegance 
of form with 'appropriateness of decoration. Strange, then indeed, 





* Col. Edward B. White. t Mr. E. W. Brown. 
t Ecclesiastic Gothic, in the style of English Pointed Architecture, in the latter part 
of the 15th Century. 
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would it seem, that He Who calls for the heart in His worship, should 
have communicated to Moses, the patterns, splendid, as they were, in 
figure and material, of all that He required for His Earthly Taberna- 
cle,* and should have inspired the son of Uri with His own spirit for 
the proper execution of the work!t Strange that the most eminent 
of Israel’s monarchs should have counselled and directed the erection 
of the most magnificent monument of human skill the world has ever 
beheld, and should have received, on account thereof, the express 
approbation of the Almighty.{ Strange that the meek and lowly 
Jesus should Himself have sanctified the productions of geniys by His 
constant presence and worship in the noble Synagogue, which, in His 
day, beautified the City of Jerusalem, and yet should have uttered not 
a word of condemnation against the sumptuousness it every where 
displayed. Strange, in fine, that so large a portion of the inspired 
record should have been taken up with particular descriptions of all, 
even to the most minute embellishments of His holy Sanctuary. 

But time forbids me to pursue the subject farther. Let it only be 
observed, in addition, that man is a creature of association, and that 
associations often powerfully affect the heart, through the outward 
senses. 

In the erection of this building, we have endeavoured, and we hope 
with some success, to keep this object in view, and we envy not the 
individual, who can enter this now sacred Edifice and not find his 
warmest sensibilities moved by its grave and solemn aspect ;—by the 
happy keeping of all it’s parts, and it’s exceeding fitness to “ fill men’s 
minds with greater reverence for God’s glorious Majesty and their 
hearts with more devotion and humility in His service.’’§ 

Still, my brethren, we would affectionately caution you against 
abusing this hallowed building by indulging emotions of pride, rather 
than of lowliness. As you cast your eyes around upon it’s fair pro- 
portions,—it’s graceful arches,—-it’s grey walls,—it’s capped and clus- 
tered columns,— it’s richly variegated windows,—it’s pointed and 
gilded decorations and its chaste and beautiful furniture ;—beware 
lest, instead of a feeling of humility at the comparative insignificance 
of even this somewhat costly offering to God’s glory, you be puffed up 
with vanity at the gift, and your bosom swell with proud exaltation at 
your having so elegant an Edifice in which to appear yourself, or which 
to exhibit to others. Lend not youselves to such a perversion of this 
house, which has this day been consecrated as a habitation for God and 
a place for His dwelling forever. Onthe contrary, let your feeling be 
that of humbleness at the smallness of the return you have here made 
for the manifold mercies with which God has ever surrounded you. 
Oh! remember, henceforward, whenever you come up to these courts, 
that they are set apart for the peculiar abode of the Almighty :—that 
this is, indeed, an awful place: none other than the House of the 
living and Eternal God. 

My brethren:—Once more I felicitate you on the happy consumma- 
tion of this glorious enterprise. Shouldany desire to gratify the ardent 


— 





* Exodus, 25: 8 « 9. t Exodus, 31: 2 « 3. 


¢ 2d Chronicles, 5: 13 & 14.—7: 1,212. § Office of Consecration. 
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and oft-repeated wishes of your Pastor in this matter, have led, in an 
measure, to the undertaking, permit him thus publicly, from the depths 
of his heart, to thank you, and to express his gratitude to his Hee. 
venly Master, for having, in the least degree, honoured so feeble an 
instrumentality with the accomplishment of so good an end. 

Solemnly, according to the sublime office of our beloved Church, 
has it been this day consecrated to the highest purposes of our exist- 
ence,—the glory of God, and the welfare of man. And it is by no 
means an uninteresting incident, which may be mentioned here, that 
our venerable Diocesan, who has borne the chief part in the religious 
ceremonies of the occasion, was, thirty-three years ago,* a participant 
in the pious work of consecrating the building in which we have, 
heretofore, worshipped, and was the bosom friend, and, subsequently, 
the Biographer of that revered Prelate,t who, then, discharged a duty 
like to the one which has now devolved on him. 

Finally, my brethren, to the protecting care and guardianship of 
the Great Head of the Church, do we now commend you, and this 
house which you have built for an habitation for your God and a place 
for His dwelling forever. Here may His Name be recorded,—His 
presence be ever vouchsafed, and the inestimable blessing of His grace 
imparted. Here may grief find a solace, and the tears of sorrow be 
dried up by the breath of celestial comfort. Here may many souls be 
won to Christ, and the triumphs of redeeming love be manifested in 
their salvation. Here may countless numbers be born again of water 
and of the Holy Spirit, and be privileged to feast, “‘ with true penitent 
hearts and lively faith,” on the precious memorials of a Saviour’s body 
and a Saviour’s blood. Here may none glory save in the Cross of 
our Lord Jesus Christ,—that seal of our salvation,n—whose emblem, 
of solemn and affecting signification, is planted on the outward summit 
of this Edifice.t 

Long may it rise§ above this Sanctuary of the Lord, to tell to all 
who approach it, that this is the Church of Him, who hung upon the 
Cross for our redemption : , 

“The Church our blest Redeemer saved 
With His own precious biood.” 

At the sacred altar of this Church, may you, my brethren, of this 

Congregation, be long spared to offer the sacrifice of an acceptable 





* The first Episcopal Church in Columbia was consecrated in 1814 by the Rt. Rev. 
Theodore Dehon, D.D. Bishop of the Diocese. Present and assisting was the Rev. C. 
E. Gadsden, D.D. now the Bishop of the Diocese by whom this new Church has been 
consecrated. 

t An Essay on the iife of the Rt. Rev.-Theodore Dehon, D.D: by C. E. Gadsden, D.D. 
Rector of St. Philip’s Church, Charleston, 1833. 


t The western end of the Church, between the two towers, is surmounted by a 
Cross. 

§ Many piohs people (says Bishop Hopkins of Vermont) are afraid of this fi of 
the Cross, because it is used so extensively by the Church of Rome. But t , is a 


weak and unworthy argument for layfhg aside any thing, which, in itself, an 
edifying and wholesome character. There would be a great improvement in the Chris- 
tian philosophy of our day, if some of our brethren could discover that there may be 
as much superstition in quarrelling with the Church of Rome as in agreeing with her. 
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worship. May your contributions towards the erection of this house 
of God for the “ offices thereof,” which, in some instances, have been 
distinguished by a munificent liberality,* be rewarded with the choicest 
temporal and spiritual blessings. May your children, and your chil- 
dren’s children assemble, age after age, for prayer and praise, within 
these sacred portals, and be at last gathered together in that “ greater 
and more perfect Tabernacle, not made with hands, eternal in the 
heavens.” 

And, whentime shall be no longer,—when earthly Temples shall 
crumble into ruins, amidst the throes of expiring nature, and their wor- 
shippers shall be collected before the tribunal of their Sovereign 
J mace multitudes, look back, with transport, to this holy Sanc- 
tuary, as the place, where the first spark of piety was enkindled in 
their bosoms, which, cherished by renewed supplies of grace, increas- 
ed in fervor, until, at length, in the fruition of a blessed eternity, it 
blazed out in raptuous flames of love to Him that sitteth upon the 
throne and to the Lamb forever and ever. 


rr 


FOR THE GOSPEL MESSENGER. 


THOUGHTS ON “THE ASCENSION.” 


In carrying us, through the events of the life of our blessed Lord 
on the earth, (having first adverted to his pre-existence with the Father, 
as very God of very God, from all eternity,) the Church hath now 
brought us to the season of his triumphant Ascension into Heayen. 
We have seen him, a poor, feeble babe, in the manger, and there mani- 
fested to the Gentiles, of whom the wise men from the East were the 
representatives. We have been with him, fasting in the wilderness, 
listened to His sermons, witnessed His many miracles, and traced the 
bitter persecution which He encountered. We were present at His 
mock trial; at the Cross; the grave, and on the day of the Resurrec- 
tion. Forty days after this event, did He remain on the earth, com- 
forting and counselling His Disciples, more especially His Ministers, 
and then as, at this time, having finished the work, which He had, with 
such unparallel benevolence, and at so great a sacrifice, undertaken, 
He ascended to His Father ; to His exaltation in glory, and to His seat 
of intercession. 

Why does our Church call upon us to review our Lord’s bio- 
graphy in such detail, and so often; yes, regularly,every year ! 

Because, it is a biography in which we are pre-eminently con- 
cerned. No knowledge can be compared for importance, with the 
knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. No motives to abhor that which 
is evil, to cleave to that which is good, to do and to suffer, according to 
the will of God; to leave those things which are behind, and to press 
forward towards virtue and glory, can possibly be so efficacious, as 





* The pinnacles,—the stained glass—the marble Tablets and Communion Table—the 
carved walnut Chairs—a portion of the Drapery and the Gothic facing for the Organ, 
were all furnished by the members of two families, in addition to their other sub- 


scriptions. 
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those, which are derived from meditating on the life and character of 
the Son of God, our Lord, and in particular His Ascension with which 
our meditations are now engaged. How consoling, how instructive, 
how animating is the consideration of 7t/ Have we been pained, in 
reflectinging on the unrelent persecution and agonizing death of our 
best friend, the Redeemer of our souls? How refreshing, to turn our 
thoughts to His glorious Resurrection, His triumphant Ascension, and 
His session at the right hand of God in the heavens. Have we been 
too much immersed in the cares and pursuits of a vain and perishing 
earth? How useful to have our mental vision raised to those things, 
whichare not seen, but eternal. Have we almost forgotten (or acted 
as if we had) that man is not like the beasts that perish—that immor- 
tality is his birth-right; that the inheritance of heaven has been pur- 
chased for him, and is offered? We are now constrained to remember 
that the Only Begotten of the Father, is our forerunner into the region 
of immortal beatitude, that as He arose, so shal] we arise from the 
dead; and as He ascended, so shall all His true disciples, to be with 
Him, and forever in the same place, whither He has gone before to 
prepare for their reception. Surely the constderation of the Ascension, 
(and this is the design of our Church in calling her members to it), is 
adapted to increase our reverence for, and gratitude to our Redeemer; 
to spiritualize our affections; to check inordinate attachment to the 
present scene ; to make as ascend in heart and mind, to God and His 
heaven; and to prepare us, for escaping a descent into hell, and for 
securing a joyful Resurrection and its almost concurring event, the 
being caught up together to meet the Lord in the air and thence- 
forward, to be forever with the Lord.” 

The Christian is not only hereafter,to be with his Lord, He has 
now a spiritual presence, with Him. And of this also, the Ascension 
reminds him, for St. Paul says, “ Christ sitteth on the right hand of 
God’’—and “ your life is hid with Christ in God.” 

Christ is no longer, on the earth. His life with mortal menis ended. 
He is in heaven. His life is with God. It is therefore out of men’s 
sight, 7d from man, being with God. Now, remark, St. Paul said to 
the Colossians “ Your life is hid with Christ inGod.” This is true of 
the departed in the faith. They are ever with the Lord: But it is to 
living Christians, that the Apostle writes. How is it true, that their 
life is hid with Christ? In what sense, may it be said, of all Christians, 
(not of the Colossians only,) that their life is hid with Christ in God ? 
There is a reference here, as I conceive, to that prayer of our Lord, 
‘“‘keep through thy own name those whom thou hast given me, that 
‘they may be one, as we are” —I pray for them—which shall believe 
‘on me—that they all may be one; as thou, Father, art in Me, and I in 
‘ Thee, that they also may be, one em us.”’ This oneness of Christians, 
with their divine head is thus declared by our Lord, “ If a man love 
‘me he will keep my words—and my [atner will love him, and we will 
‘come, unto Him, and make our abode with Him.” This intimate 
union is also taught in that striking figure, wherein the Church is 
spoken of as a Body, of which Christ is the Head—and His Disciples 
are the Members: “ We being many, says St. Paul, are one body in 
‘ Christ.” “The head from which all the body by joints and bands 
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‘ having nourishment ministered, and knit together, increaseth with the 
increase of God.”” “We are members of His body, of His flesh, and 
of His bones,” 

To this peculiarly close relation, the Apostle alluded, when he said 
“We be dead, with Christ,” as if there was one death to both, and 
again “ Now is Christ risen from the dead, and become the first fruits 
of them that slept”—the first fruits are but a part, the best part of 
the harvest, and so Christ, and His people may be said, (not merely 
to be both subjects of the resurrection) but to have, as it were a com- 
mon, a one Resurrection. In holy Scripture then, Christ and His 
people are represented, in its emphatic manner, as having one body, 
one life—one death—one Resurrection, to be essentially one. Itis to 
this peculiarity, the Apostle was looking when he wrote “ Christ is our 
‘life—ye are dead with Christ—ye be risen with Christ.” ‘ Your 
‘life is hid with Christ in God”—that is, being united with Christ as 
the members to the Head of the living Body, and as the branches to 
the verdant vine—on earth, you have, ina manner one life, one death, 
one Resurrection, one Ascension, and in heaven one glorification, At 
this present time, being ‘‘in heart and mind” with Hin, in the heavens; 
your life is, as his is, *‘with God”’—It is hid from mankind, for it is 
with Christ, where he now dwelleth. J¢7s hid with Christ, exalted in 
the heavens, in the blissful presence of God. 

In one sense, the life of the Christians is vot hidden. It is before the 
world, reproying, instructing, influencing, guiding, comforting, and ani- 
mating his fellow men. He is forbidden to let it be hidden: “Be 
‘thou an example of the believers.” “ Let your light so shine before 
‘men, that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father 
‘ which is in heaven.” 

But, in another sense, the life of the Christian 7s hidden. ‘“ Enter 
‘ into thy closet, and when thou hast shut thy door, pray to thy Father 
‘which is in secret.” All his communions, whether in private, or the 

ublic assembly are of course hid fromthe world. They may hear the 
still small voice, and witness the devout aspect, and demeanor, but 
God alone seeth the heart, and recognizes the fellowship with Him. 
“‘Unto Him alone all hearts are open, all desires known and from Him 
‘no secrets arehid.”’ ‘ Your life” says the Apostle to the Colossians, 
your /ife, much of its time, it’s thoughts, it’s emotions, it’s aspirations, 
‘it’s chief enjoyments, “‘is hid with Christ,” where He is in heaven. 

It is to remind us of, and enable us to keep in mind our intimate 
relation to Christ—to cultivate the sense of the oneness of the Chris- 
tian’s life with that of His Master—that the Church declares the bap- 
tized to be “grafted into the body of Christ’s Church,” to be 
incorporated into His holy Church, and to the Communicants, “ that 
they are very members incorporate in the mystical body of the Son,” 
and prays that ‘“‘we may evermure dwell in Him and He in us”—“ may 
be partakers of His most blessed body and blood—and made one body 
with Him, that He may dwell in them, and they in Him.” 

Our fast and festival days too, were appointed specially to instruct 
us, in the nature of our relation to God the Father, the Son, and the 
Holy Ghost, and to keep alive in our hearts, the affections which His 
condescending union with us ought to awaken, and quicken. The 
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Christian commences the Christian year as in the services of the 
Church “ looking unto Jesus,” and keeps company with Him, in all the 
successive stages of life, from birth to death—yea, beyond death, in 
His Resurrection, and Ascension, And now that He sitteth on the right 
hand of God the Father in heaven, the true Disciple is with Him “ in 
heart and mind”—his life is with Christ? in the presence of God, hid- 
den from the world. My reader, Is thy life hid with Christ. If so; 
when He who is the Christians life shall appear, then shalt thou also 


appear with Him in glory. 





> 


FOR THE GOSPEL MESSENGER. 


Messrs. Editors :—Please publish the following as containing good 
hints for pastor and people. 


A Letter addressed, by a Preshyter of South-Carolina, on the subject of 
Confirmation, to a gentleman whom he was not able to see in person. 


Dear Sir,—The Bishop of the Diocese has recently given me notice 
that he proposes to visit the Congregation in this neighborhood, early 
in May next. Anopportunity will then be presented to all who desire 
to serve God, to enter into covenant with him in the Holy Apostolic 
Rite of Confirmation. 

With the earnest prayer and desire that you may be disposed, on 
that occasion, by divine grace, to make an open confession of your 
faith in Christ, and your reliance on Him for salvation, I send for your 

erusal and that of your lady, some tracts on the subject of Confirma- 
tion and of the Christian Church. It will‘give me much pleasure to 
converse with you, should you desire it, and assist you in preparing 


for Confirmation. I remain, dear sir, 
Yours, &c. 


WORICHS OF NEW PUBLICATIONS. 


Christian Songs. By the Rev. James Gilborne Lyons, LL. D. 
“ The service of Song.” Philadelphia, Geo. S. Appleton, 1848. pp. 
60 oct.— Without any pretensions to genius, or even to a hagh order of 


poetic talent, these are pleasing and pious ‘“ Christian Songs.” They 
will not place the Rev. Author on the list of American poets, with 
Bryant, and Halleck, and Longfellow, and Percival, and Whittier, and 
Willis: neither will they give him rank among the Church poets, with 
Bishop Doane, and Wm. Crosswell, and Arthur Cleveland Coxe: but 
then they will not sink him to the level of the poetasters whose 
rhymes and rythms occupy hebdomadally a corner in our so-called 
Religious Journals. They are, what they profess to be, “ Christian 


Songs ;” and it is no slight praise of them, in these “ party times,” 


to say, that whilst they find 


“Tongues in trees, books in the running brooks, ‘ 
Sermons in stones, and good in every thing a 
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Whilst they render prominent the grand and fundamental doctrine of 
the atonement through a crucified, and risen, and ascended Redeemer ; 
whilst they awake a responsive chord in every pious heart; they come 
in no rude contact with any of the Theological prejudices of the vari- 
ous shades of opinion in the Church. 

We like: the concluding stanzas of “ A Christian’s Life,” or, as it 
may more properly be entitled, an epitaph on an humble Christian :— 


‘‘He walk’d on earth, as wood-streams pass 
Unseen beneath the freshen’d grass;— 

His were pure thoughts, and humble faith, 
A blameless life, and tranquil death. 


He kept, in days of strife and wrath, 

The Christian’s straight and narrow path;— 
But weep thou not :—we must not weep 
When they who rest in Jesus sleep.” 


There is poetry in the address to the “ Mountain Wind,” “ sounding 
at eve in the pines of Braemar.” 


““‘Welcome, sweet playmate and friend of my childhood! 
Thou art the same that I loved in my youth ;— 

Others were false as those loaves in the wild wood, 
Thou still retainest thy freshness and truth ;— 

Thou still rejoicest, in melody roaming 

Through the long fern, where the dew spangles gleam ; 
Thou, when the swift brooks are turbidly foaming, 
Dashest the spray from the vex’d mountain stream. 


Bard of the hill! when thy harping is loudest, 

Bid me not think with the tyrant or slave ; 

Teach me to strive with the worst and the proudest, 
Fearless, as thou with steep Garval’s dark wave ;— 
Teach me to rise with a lofty devotion, 

Pure, as thou rovest the blossoming sod, 

Sweeping the chords with a sacred emotion, 
Singing of Truth, and Redemption, and God.” 


“The Letter from Home’ will find a response in the heart of every 
one who, far away from home, has known the solitude of a crowded 
“city of strangers.” “The Magnetic Telegraph,” in its concluding 
stanza, is a pleasing instance of the author’s mode of drawing pious 
lessons from material things :— 


“Ay! though nor outward wish is breath’d, 
Nor outward answer given, 
The sighing of that humble heart 


Is known and felt in Heaven:— 

Those long frail wires may bend and break, 
Those viewless heralds stray, 

But Faith’s least word shall reach the throne 
Of God, though far away.” 


We have read with the greatest interest the verses entitled “‘ The 
Venal Sanctuary,” a keen rebuke even to Carolina Churches. Hoping 
that it may prove profitable to our readers, we insert the whole of it 
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THE VENAL SANCTUARY. 


Where in our churches is the place for the poor? I ask this question with shame 
and sorrow: WHERE IS THE PLACE FOR THE PooR ?—* * * *Admit that here and there 
a poor person has a seat: Wuere 1s 1T? Is he invited to sit with us “in a good place,” 
or do we say to him “stand thou there, or sit here under my foot stool?—Ricxt Rey" 
Bisuor Ives. 

“I will bring your Sanctuaries unto desolation.” —Leviticus, xxvi, 31. , 


“T trod the hallow’d ground that bore 
A Christian temple tall and proud, 
When at each wide and lofty door 
Went streaming in a gorgeous crowd :— 
A welcome day bid all rejoice— 

A fair and ancient festival, 

And the glad organ’s mighty voice 
Shook the strong roof and Gothic wall. 


Full many a token mark’d the fold 
Where rich and high believers meet, 
The sacred volume clasp’d in gold, 

The costly robe, and drowsy seat :— 
Priest, people, altar, chancel, choir, 
Arch, column, window, porch and gate— 
That ample fane, from vault to spire, 
Look’d solemn all and calmly great. 


But mark! An old and weary man— 

A stranger clad “in raiment vile,”’ 

With failing steps and features wan, 
Went tottering up the fair broad aisle :-— 
They cast him out—Oh faithless race ! 
On a rude bench—unseen—remote,— 
Found guilty, in that hour and place, 
Of—a lean purse and threadbare coat ! 


Yes! and if He, who saved the lost, 

Stood fainting on that hanghty floor, 
Array’d in weeds of little cost, 

Meek as He sought our world before ; 

In spite of words which none might blame, 
And works of goodness freely done, 

That sordid post of wrong and shame 
Would greet-—JrHovan’s ONLY Son. 


Oh for a prophet’s tongue or pen, 

To warn the great in wealth and birth, 

Who build their God a house, and then 

Plant there—the meanest pomps of earth ;— 

To brand that Church, which spurn the poor 

From every vain and venal pew, 

Where “cloth’d in purple” herd secure 

To kneel or sleep—the lordly few! i 


Give me the shed, low, bare, and plain, 
, Where love and humble truth abide, 
Rather than earth’s most noble fane 
Defil’d by selfish pomp and pride : 
Give me the damp and desert sod 
Wall’d in by dark old forest trees, 
Roof’d over by the skies of God, 
But perish temples such as these 


The volume has been handsomely “got up;” and we cordially re- 
commend it to those who wish to make a present to some young chris- 
tian friend. 


te 
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Two Lectures to Young Females: Recently delivered in St. John’s 
Church, Lafayette, Indiana,by the Rev. J. W. M’ Cullough,D. D., Rector. 
Published by request of the Vestry, 1848. The invaluable treasure— 
“Her price is above rubies—and the true foundation of peace—a 
woman that feareth the Lord.” Such are the topics of these instrue- 
tive and interesting Lectures. The reader cannot*but welcome these 
extracts. The headings are our own. 

Woman her chief honors. ‘‘God determined that of the woman alone, 
the Saviour—the Restorer—should@ be born. This is the purport of the 
promise that “the Seep of the Woman” should “bruise the head of the 
Serpent.” We all know that this promise was fulfilled in the birth of 
our Lord Jesus Christ. This, as would seem, was a special honor con- 
ferred upon the sex, designed to reinstate her in the place which she 
had forfeited, and give her one more opportunity of showing her grati- 
tude and fidelity to her Maker, and fulfilling the design of her creation. 
And what isthe result? Has woman regained her original station and 
honor? Has her second trial redeemed her character, and proved-her 
to be worthy ofthe love and confidence of her companion? Look at 
- the history of the world for nearly six thousand years, and you will see, 
Just in proportion as this promise respecting “the Seed of the Woman” 
was known and believed before the coming of the Messiah, Woman 
was respected, enjoyed her natural rights,and exerted her benign and 
legitimate influence. In all other nations and climes she was slighted, 
down-trodden, and despised, except in a few remarkable instances in 
which her charms,her talents, her address, a high state of civilization,and 
favoring circumstances, enabled her toassert her rights, and to rise to 
her proper condition. Butthe full effect of this peculiar honor has been 
more clearly exemplified since the birth of the Saviour, and under the 
Christian Dispensation. A comparison of the condition of Women in 
Christain countries withthat of thosein Mohammedan and Pagan 
nations, would clearly show that, for some reason or other, Christianity 
is much more favorable to the interests and influence of the female sex 
than any other system of religion ever known on earth.......Atavery 
early period, the Christian Church embodied a large majority of female 
members, who aided much in its extension over the world. In every 
succeeding age they have constituted a majority of the sincere follow- 
ers of Jesus; and within their proper sphere, and wherever the oppor- 
tunity has been afforded, they have been among the foremost and most 
zealous indoing good. Actuated by piety, obedience to their Lord, 
and the tender sympathies of their own hearts, they have ever been 
ready to feed and clothe the poor; to visit the widow and the fatherless 
in their distress ; to communicate religious instruction in their own quiet 
and unostentatious way; to go as the companions of missionaries to 
heathen lands; or to give of their substance and the labor of their hands 
to support the Gospel both at home and abroad. As respects gratitude 
and obedience, therefore, and efforts to do good to a lost world, Woman 
has retrieved her character, and redeemed it from the reproach incur- 
red by her first transgression; and in many things takes the lead in the 
cause of benevolence and holiness. Although excluded by the laws 
of Christ and his Church fromthe office of the Christian ministry, she 
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has her mission; and most nobly and faithfully has she dischatged its 
duties. The Church and the world are indebted to her zeal and per- 
severance, her energy and selfdenial, for blessings and influences which 
the sterner sex either could not, or would not confer.” 

Her relations to the Church.—The majority of communicants in all 
our congregrations, Are females, The proportion is sometimes two, 
three, oreven four, to one’ Itis among this class of Christians, too, 
that we generally find the deepest, purest, and most consistent piety ; 
and the loveliest and most attractive etamples of Christian excellence. 
If there be any spiritual vitality in a Church, it is usually here. © No 
one can help noticing and admiring the energy, steadiness and persever- 
auce of Woman’s piety, and her untiring devotion to her Lord and his 
mystical Body—-the Church. She gives of her wealth, and of her 
peoury, and the fruits of her labor, to, build the temples of the Lord. 
She furnishes them with decency and taste. She decorates them with 
evergreens in honor of her Lord’s nativity. She furnishes them with 
musical instruments, and aids in singing the songs of Zion. She aids 
in supporting the ministry of reconciliation; andis often the chief com- 
forter aud encourager of the Pastor. Let it be cold or warm, wet or 
dry, far or near, wegeuerally find a majority of this delicate and fragile 
sex in devout and reverential attendance upon the services of the 
Church. I have often wondered—more elsewhere than here—that 
healthy, robust, and well-clad men were not ashamed to be, in this 
respect, so far gutdone 1 vy their mothers, wives, sisters and daughters. 
Most, if not all, of our Churches are greatly indebted for their beauty 
and comfort, to the taste, ingenuity, and liberality, as well as the prayers 
and zeal, of our piousfemales. I trust that the future conduct of none 
of my youthful hearers will ever contradict what I have now said in 
just commendation, not in flattery, of their sex." Let that Saviour who 
honored Woman so much in bis birth, was so kind and courteous to her 
in the days of his flesh, and has so greatly meliorated her condition by 
his holy vole ever find them, like the meek and docile Mary, the 
sister of Martha and Lazar us, sitting at his feet in the person of his minis- 
tering servants, and listening to the words of eternal life. Let them ; 
love and honor, that Holy. Charch, whichis “his Body—the fullness of 
him who filleth all in all. ” So shall they be prepared to meet the 
Lord in peace ; and, having fulfilled their mission on earth, be fitted for 
the communion of the Church Invisible in Paradise, and the Church 
Triumphant in Heaven.” 

Piety Progressive—“As by baptism we are initiated into the Church 
—the kingdom of Christ on earth—so, in the use of al] the appointed 
means, we must seek that grace which will enable us to go on to 
Christian perfection. First of all, therefore, we must have “the wash- 
ing of regeheration and renewing of the Holy Ghost,” if we would do 
any thing “pleasant and acceptable to God.” We must undergo such 
a spiritual revolution as will place the Prince of Peace uponthe throne, 
and bring all the powers and affections into subjection to His will. 
Thus the “str ong man armed” will be bound and ejected, and the reign 

of love will commence within. This, in one aspect, is entirely the 
work of God, and we are but its recipients and subjects: in another, 
itis as properly our own as the exercise of our intellectual faculties, 
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and the cultivation of our natural affections. (God regenerates us, and 
gives us His grace, in the use of the appointed means to which we are 
moved by his prevenient influence; but we must “‘/?ve a godly, right- 
eous and sober life,” we must “‘work out our own salvation with fear 
and trembling,” and whether we eat or drink, or whatsoever we do, we 
must do alltothe glory of God. Thus, every duty, and every action 
and course of life, become a part of our religion; and the sum total of 
this religion is “the fear of the Lord,” and she who has this holy fear 
“shall be praised.” 

The Ordinary Gifts: A Sermon preached in St. Peters, Auburn, at the 
Lenten Ordination, held by the Bishop of Western New York, on the 
second Sunday in Lent, A. D. 1848; at which time Messrs. Spencer M, 
Rice, A. Newkirk Litt iesoun, B. A., and Georee C. Foor, B. A,, 
were al mitted to the Order of Deacons. By John Williams, D D., Rector 
of St. George's Schenectady, 1848.—Seldom, we had almost said never, 
have we read a more appropriate, instructive and interesting discourse. 
We prefer the word discourse, for this is teaching not furthe people only 
but for the pastors also—rather a brief treatise than a sermon. But 
our readers will judge for themselves from these extracts, on very 
important points. 

The-texts are—‘‘For to one is given by the Spirit the word of wis- 
dom : to another the word of knowledge by the same Spirit; to another 
faith by the same Spirit: to another gifts of healing by the same 
Spirit: to another the working of miracles : to another prophecy : to 
another discerning of Spirits: to another divers kind of tongues: to 
another, the interpretation of tongues.—1 Corinthians xu, 8, 9. 10. 

“And God hath set some in the church, first apostles, secondarily 
prophets, thirdly, teachers, after that miracles, then gifts of healing, 
helps, governments, diversities of tongues.”—1 Corinthians xu. 28. 

And here is a most satisfactory exposition, “lf you will compare 
together the two passages which | have read, you will find that in the 
former are enumerated eight several gifts; and in the latter are des- 
ignated eight several offices, Into the detail of these: it cannot be 
necessary to enter here. What it is important to notice, is that in 
regard to the gifts mentioned, the last five are plainly in themselves 
miraculous; namely, the power of healing, the working of miracles, 
the gift of prophecy, the discerning of spirits, and the power of speak- 
ing and understanding various languages. The other three, however, 
namely the word of wisdom, the word of knowledge, and faith, although 
they may have become miraculous by being bestowed insuper-abounding 
degrees, still inthemselves they arenotso. They are allordinary gifts of 
God; and if they become miraculous, itis onaccountefthe degrees oftheir 
bestowment, and not because they are so in themselves, It is fair, 
therefore, to conclude, that as in all other cases so in this, when the 
miraculous gifts, or the miraculous degrees of the ordinary gifts ended, 
still the ordinary gifts themselves continued ; and thus by laying out 
of view the five miraculous gifts of the Apostolic enumeration, and 
considering the other three as without any miraculous degrees of bes- 
towment,we find that the ordinary qualifications of the Gospel Ministry, 
on which the Apostle insists, are the word of wisdom, the word of 
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knowledge, and faith. Nor will it fail to strike a‘thoughtful reader, 
that laying aside, also, the five miraculous and therefore temporary 
offices, which are annexed to the five miraculous gifts, there remain 
the three offices of Apostles, Prophets, and Teachers, as of perpetual 
obligation and continuous existence in the church of God. Which 
offices plainly correspond to the Apostles, elders, and deacons, of the 
New Testament, and to the Bishops, Presbyters, and Deacons of all 
succeeding time.......- I doubt if any satisfactory exposition of this 
arrangement of gifts and offices can be given, which leaves out of view 
this great fact, of the threefold ministry in the Church: which exists 
now, aS from the Apostles’ times it has existed, under whatsoever 
names : for names are of little moment while we are sure of things.” 

The third qualification of a Minister of Christ, here named, is Faith 
—‘‘that faith, which in this, as inall other cases, in order to be real and 
worthy, must issue in the life, and work by love. These should be 
found in every. minister of Christ, who will be a good steward of his 
blessed Master, and “a workman that needeth not be ashamed..--..-- 
Not a Faith which is a mere intellectual assent, not a Faith which ends 
itself in words, but a Faith which is full formed incharity, which being 
living, is the root of holiness, and by which we mean the complex of the ° 
Christian character.” 

A learned Clergy necessary.— “Because in the Apostolic ages, some 
persons were restored by a miracle from sickness to health, are we 
therefore toargue that in no succeeding time, should any one employ the 
ordinary means of curing the diseases of the body? Because the Holy 
Ghost vouchsafed at once to bestow on the Apostles the highest intel- 
lectual culture, and the most unbounded knowledge, are we to argue, 
that in no succeeding time, were the ministers of Christ to strive by 
ordinary means, to attain such culture, and to acquire such knowl- 
edge? The truthis,that there never was audnever can be so learned a 
ministry in the Church, as there was in the Apostles’ times, unless 
indeed the Apostolic gifts should be again vouchsafed, . Nor ought 
such an argument to be adduced, except by one who can show upon his 
head the cloven tongue of fire which sealed the Apostles at the Pente- 
costal feast. No! next to an ungodly ministry, anunlearned one, 1s 
the greatest, deepest curse that God can send upon the Church.” 

Infidelity —*The struggle now, is not what it was in the last century; 
it is a more dangerous struggle, more dangerous, thatis, to common 
minds ; the Bible is nominally accepted now: all the varieties of infidel- 
ity now support themselves by texts of Scripture, and derive their 
systems from a perverted and blasphemous interpretation of God’s 
word. It is the acceptance of the Bible, without attaching any distinct 
meaning to it, or attaching an heretical meaning, which is among the 
fearful sighs of the day. We want no longer a host of evidences for its 
inspiration: they have done their work: chameleon infidelity has 
changed its color. It is now the Bible against the Bible; that ig, it is 
the true sense. against the false sense; the Catholic verities against infidel 
interpretations; the right interpretation against the wrong. It is now 
an internal war. Believers and unbelievers meet within Bible ground, 
both accepting the Sacred Volume asthe Revelation of God, but each 
disputing what that Revelation is, and drawing from precisely the 
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same words an opposite result....... It speaks of the Church, but 
it means a mere association. It has usurped the sacred phraseology, 
it appears in the sacred guise ; but its words are lies of crafty cunning, 
and its garments are a base and vile imitation. I cannot but look upon 
itas Satan’s masterpiece. 1! would fain reverently hope that itis the 
last development of Antichrist.” 

Popery.—she has joined hand in hand with Infidelity and Rational- 
ism, which is only Infidelity under a milder name, and has thereby 
committed herself distinctly to the great Anti-christian movement of 
the age. I say it isa portentous sign. It isin truth the most startlin 
one of all thatare aroundus. Precisely what it means, exactly whither 
it points, and where it will issue, it may perhaps be difficult to say. 
Itis a matter on which we cannot speak with too much reverence and 
anxious care. But neither can we refuse to see that which is going on 
before our very eyes. Never before our day, has Popery fully and 
completely committed herself to the principles of Infidelity. But now 
she has done so. She has cast to the winds, Scriptures, and Fathers 
alike, the word of God, find the testimony of antiquity; and she now 
defends her additions to and corruptions of the ancient Faith, ona 
principle which is identical with that of the latest, and I humbly believe 
‘the last form of Infidelity.” 

Clerical Responsibility.—“In our day least of all, canthe faithful 
Minister of Christ forget that he is set for thetruth’s defence in Christ. 
Not that he ever should be a brawling, noisy controversialist : not that 
he ever should forget that the best mode of destroying error, is to 
displace it by bringing in the truth; and so that his work will be done 
best here, both for himself and for his hearers, by distinct statements of 
the true, rather than by directly and merely combating the false ; not 
that above a!l, he should ever lose from his sightthe other and manifold 
duties of his holy calling, for that heis a defender of the truth, and a 
builder of the Church beside. And soif with the one hand he must 
hold the spiritual sword of his high warfare, still with the other he 
must build the walls of Zion.” 


The Power of the Pulpit ; or Thoughts addressed to Christian Minis- 
ters and those who hear them. By Ganviner Serine, D, I., Pastor of 
the Brick Presbyterian Church, New York.— With Dr. Spring, as with the 
generality of Puritandivines—we use the phrase in no opprobrious sense 
—preaching is the great duty of the Christian ministry; and by preach- 
ing 1s meant, not the public authoritative reading of the holy Scripture, 
(Acts xv; 21) or catechizing, but the delivery of one’s own thoughts. 
in his own words on the doctrines and duties of Christianity! The 
Catholic view of this latter sort of preaching is widely different. By 
the,Church it is deemed valuable, and not to be omitted; but it is not 
the grand function of him who is ordained to minister in holy things, that 
duty of supreme importance to which every other is to be subordinated 
and to give place. Men are ordained not simply or mainly as pulpit 
orators to spend their whole time, or its chief part, in composing able, 
touching and eloquent discourses, which on Sundays they are to pro- 
nounce with melodieus voice and graceful gesture, to an attentive and 
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admiring auditory. Priests are ordained, says the Ordinal, “to be 
messengers, watchmen and stewards of the Lord; to teach and to 

remonish, to feed and provide for the Lord’s family, to seek for Christ’s 
sheep that are dispersed abroad, and for his children who are in the 
midst of this naughty world, that they may be saved through Christ for 
ever,” to give faithful diligence; always to minister the Doctrine and 
Sacraments, and the Discipline of Christ. This implies something 
more than two weekly sermons, however carefully composed, and 
effectively delivered. ‘“‘Ways of teaching there have been sundry, 
always usual in God’s Church,” says the great Hooker; which he then 

roceeds to specify, viz: CatTgecuizine, Pustic Reapine or Hory 
Writ, Public Reading of the Apocryphal Books and of Homilies 
and Sermons: in regard to which last he says, “So worthy a part 
of divine service we should greatly wrong, if we did not esteem 
Preaching as the blessed ordinance of God, sermons as keys to 
the kingdom of Heaven, as wings to the soul, as spurs to the good 
affections of man, unto the sound and healthy as food, as physic unto 
diseased minds. Wherefore how highly soever it may please them with 
words of truth to extol sermons, they shall not herein offend us. We 
seek not to derogate from anything which they can justly esteem, but. 
our desire is to uphold the just estimation of that from which \it seem- 
eth unto us they derogate more than becometh them.” It might be 
well if Hooker were more frequently and carefully consulted, on this 


and some other points, by American Churchmen of the present day. 
[| Churchman. 
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Sif LaCvLOWS. 


RIGHTS AND DUTIES OF A VESTRY. 


In “A Digest of the Canon Law of the Protestant Episcopal Church 
in the United States,” appended to the Rev. Mr. Odenheimer’s Essay 
on Canon Law, we find the following abstract of the rights and duties 
of this office, as they are defined in that Code: 


1. The vestry may sign the testimonials of a person applying to be 
admitted a candidate. / 

2. To give certificate to a candidate for priest’s orders, that the parish 
will receive him as their minister. 

3. To make provision for defraying the expensesof the Bishop in an 
episcopal visitation to the parish. : 

4. To give to the Bishop at his visitation such information of the 
state 4 ne congregation as his notice requires. 

5. To declare to the Bishop, (or if none, to the Standing Committee,) 
the prescribed notice of the election of a minister into the parish. 

6. To ask for the institution of a presbyter, their minister. 

7. On proof before the Bishop, (or ifno Bishop, other lawful tribu- 
nal,) of the neglect of the minister to perform the services, and his 
refusal to consent to any other minister performing them;—to open 
the church doors to any regular minister of the Protestant Episcopal 


Church. 


. 
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8. To concur in the dissolution of the pastoral connection of irregu- 
larly instituted or settled minister. 

9. To make application to the Bishop, (if none, to the Standin 
Committee) in case of irreconcilable controversy with the minister, oa 
to comply with the recommendation of the Bishop in the case, 

10. In the vacancy ofa parish, or absence of the minister, to receive 
satisfactory evidences of ministerial authority of any person who is 
to officiate. , 

11. To receive notice from the Bishop pronouncing sentence of de- 
gradation on aclergyman of the diocese, 

12. To receive from a minister of another diocese the certificate of 
his regular standing, before he can be received as a stated officiating 


minister. 


————— --- 
From the Christian Witness. 


TRIALS OF THE MINISTRY. 


The trials of those who minister in holy things have often employed 
a better pen than I pretend to hold. They are moreover too numer- 
ous and weighty to be presented in one short essay. Nor is it with the 
view of enlightening others, that I now refer to them, but would call 
your attention to one of those only, which are peculiar to the Clergy 
of our Church, inthe hope that some one experienced in the matter, 
may point out a remedy or some mitigation of the evil. The trial to 
which I allude is this: that in the course of those periodical excite- 
ments, so mnch coveted by most of the sects around us, some are 
seduced from the Church, who had hitherto manifested an interest in 
her solemn services. 

The modus operandi is usually afier this sort. Such persons, govern- 
ed by the popular error, that it is immaterial what a man believes, 
or to what denomination of Christians attached, if he only be sincere, 
is first induced by curiosity or by the entreaties of friends, to attend 
the evening meetings of other sects. From a well known law of vur 
nature, they cannot resist the influences which are brought to bear 
upon them. The tears and groans, the sighs and ejaculations of the 
‘excited awaken their sympathies; while the impassioned addresses of 
those skilled in such scenes convince them, as intended, that for the first 
time they breathe the atmosphere of true religion: that the deep-felt 
emotions of the heart spurn all forms and proprieties : and by contrast, 
that the beautiful services of the Church,are only designed for those who 
are satisfied with the external rites of religion, while they never seek its 
power and grace. No sooner does it become known that these persons 
are ‘under concern,” as the phrase is, than they are courted, visited 
and dealt with, by those interested, both men and women: they are 
persuaded to let their light shine, by attempts at exhortation and 
prayer; and are soon informed how well they can “speak,” and how 
“beautifull y’ they can pray. The Prayer-Book contains no prayer so 
eloquent, and Church ministers even can make no such addresses. In 
the process of time, like all other human efforts and results, the excite- 
ment subsides; and the question is asked of those who have been wrought 
upon, when will you “join ;” although these very persons may be mem- 
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bers of the Church by baptism. One says, ‘‘of course you will not go 
back to the Church; for Episcopalians do not believe in a change of 
heart, neither do they generally countenance indiscriminate “speaking 
and praying,” by menand women, Come with us, and we will do you 
good, and a continual opportunity will be given for the exercise of gifts 
and talents which ought not to be placed under a bushel.” Another 
says, “come with us down the banks of Jordan. Ours is the only right 
way. We do not read of Johnthe Churchman, or of John the Meth- 
odist, or of John the Presbyterian. Moreover in the days of the 
Apostles, those baptized, went down into the water and came up out of 
the water.’’ Can any thing be more explicit or conclusive? The last, 
for obvious reasons, generally prevails, and before time is given for 
reflection, and in spite of their early baptismal covenants, or the advice 
of parents and friends, they are hurried into the water, and there in 
many cases, the concern for religion ends. The Church henceforth is 
deserted, its forms derided, and they remain thereafter its most bitter 
foes. Such is not fancy’ssketch, Its counterparts may be found in 
almost every parish in the land. Now that such occurrences are a 
severe trial to a faithful minister, I appeal to all who have had the ex- 
perience of them. Andhowcanheprevent them? Shall he introduce 
into the Churchthe same kind of exercises which have been the means 
of enticing some from hersober ways? Would not such acourse drive 
from the Church those who hoped to find in her bosom a refuge from 
such things ? Or shall he endeavor so early to inspire the youthful mind 
with such respect and love for the doctrines, polity and worship of 
the Church, that when they grow older they will not depart therefrom? 
If to this latter course be added that kind of exposition of divine truth, 
which holds out Christ crucified, ‘as the end of the law for righteous- 
ness, unto every one that believeth,’ which makes his atonement our 
only ground of hope for pardon and eternal life, can we judiciously 
do more, whether men will hear or whether they will forbear. 
AsHUR. 
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THE STRANGER AND HIS FRIEND. 


““Ve have done it unto me.” —Mart. xxv. 4. 





BY REV. J. MOULTRIE 





’ A poor way-faring man of grief, 

Hath often crossed me in my way, 
Who sued so humbly for relief, 

That I could never answer, nay ! 
I had not power to ask his name, 
Whither he went, or whence he came, 
Yet there was something in his eye 
That won my love, I knew not why. 
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Once when my scanty meal was spread, 
He entered, not a word he spake, 
Just perishing for want of bread, 
I gave him all; he blessed and brake, 
And ate—but gave me part again. 
Mine was an angel’s portion then, 
For while I fed with eager haste, 
That crust was manna to my taste. 


I spied him where a fountain burst 

Clear from the rock, his strength was gone, 
The heedless water mocked his thirst, 

He heard it, saw it hurrying on. 
I ran to raise the sufferer up, 
Thrice from the stream he drained my cup, 
Dipt and returned it running o’er, 
I drank and never thirsted more. 


’T was night, the floods were out, it blew 
A winter hurricane aloof; 
I heard his voice abroad, and flew. 
To bid him welcome to my roof. 
I warmed, I clothed, I cheered my guest, 
Laid him on my own couch to rest; 
Then made the earth my bed, and seemed 
In Eden’s garden while I dreamed. 


Stript, wounded, beaten nigh to death, 
I found him by the highway side ; 

I roused his pulse, brought back his breath, 
Revived his spirits, and supplied 

Wine, oil, refreshments;—he was healed. 

I had myself a wound concealed, 

But from that hour forgot the smart, 


And peace bound up my broken heart. 


I saw him next in prison, condemned 
To meet a traitor’s doom at morn; 
The tide of lying tongues I stemmed, 
And honored him ‘midst shame and scorn. 
My friendship’s utmost zeal to try, 
He asked if I for him would die: 
The flesh was weak, my blood ran chill, 
But the free spirit cried—‘I will !” 


Then in a moment to my view, 

The stranger darted from disguise, 
The tokens in his hands I knew, 

My Saviour stood before my eyes! 
He spoke, and my poor name he named, 
“Of me thou hast not been ashamed, 
These deeds shall thy memorial be, 
Fear not—thou didst them unto me.” 
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Ascension Day.—As has been the case for several years past in St. 
Philip’s and St. Michael’s Churches, “the Holy Communion was admin- 
sitered—the Church, by the setting forth a proper preface” for this as 
for four other festivals, having suggested such an observance of it. 
Indeed the day of ourLord’s nativity, andthat of his return to where 
he was before, what days more solemn and affecting ! 
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Monthly Missionary Lecture in Charleston ——That for June was at 
St. Philip’s Church, by the Rev. P, Trapier, who enforced the obliga- 
tion in particular, of the Mission in our City, having special reference 
to the spiritualbenefit of the Colored. A statement was made by the 
Bishop, as usual, of recent intelligence respecting the Missions of the 
Church at home and abroad. The amount collected was $36,53. 


Sunday Schools —The annual festival of our Sunday Schools was 
held in St. Philip’s Church on the afternoon of Monday in Whitsun- 
week ; when divine service was performed by the Rev. Mr. Phillips, 
and an excellent address,adapted to the capacities of children, was de- 
livered by the Rev. J. W. Miles. Although the weather was unfavour- 
able, there was a large attendance of children and teachers. Most of 
the Clergy of our City congregations were present, with not a small 
number of their several congregations. It must have been gratifying 
to the Rev. Preacher to notice’ the attention with which he was listened 


to by his youthful auditory. 


P. E. Female Bible, Prayer-book and Tract Society—This Society 
celebrated their twenty-first Anniversary, on Tuesday in Whitsun- 
week, at St. Paul’s Church, Radcliffeboro’. The Bishop being absent 
from the City, the Rev. Dr. Hanckel presided, and read the annual 
Report of the Board of Managers. [rom this report we learn that 
the Managers distributed during the past year, fourteen Bibles, four- 
teen Testaments, 333 Prayer-Books, sixteen Sailor’s Manuals, and 
two thousand seven hundred and forty-two Tracts. We regret to 
notice that the names of many members of the Church are not to be 
found on the list ofthe subscribers to this excellent Society; and we 
wouldaffectionately urge upon them the duty of aiding by their contribu- 
tions and countenance this small and zealous band of the daughters of the 
Church in their praiseworthy efforts to diffuse, through the medium of 
the Bible, the Prayer-Book, and Tracts, the blessed truths of the 
Gospel of Christ. We will again: notice this Society, when its Report 


is published. 


_— 


Consecration.—On Whit-Sunday, June 11, being also “ the feast of 
St. Barnabas, the Apostle,” Ascension Church, at Gillisonville, was 
consecrated by the Bishop, four Presbyters being present, who took 
part in the services. The Church presents to the eye a remarkably 
agreeable object, being well proportioned, with gothic-resembling 
doors, sashes and blinds, a modest steeple, with its fine toned bell, 
and an open-fencedenclosure. The pewsare sufhiciently wide for kneel- 
ing;the chancel separation is neatly carved work; the desk and pulpit of 
uniform height, and quite suitable for the speakerand the hearer. The 
site, deeded by Wm. E. Martin, Esq., is elevated, gently sloping from a 
lake in which the Church grounds and surrounding forest and shrubs are 
reflected. It is 45 feet long, 25 wide, 18 high, and understood to have 
cost about $1800. A gallery at one end will seat about 50 colored persons 
for whose accommodation it was put up. The lower floor would contain 
about 150 persons. Morning Prayer was by the Rector of the Church; 














1848, | Religious Intelligence. 128 
the Lessons by the Rector of St. Bartholomew’s; the Ante-Communion 
by the Rector and assistant Ministerof Prince William’s; the Sermon 
and the Holy Communion by the Bishop, assisted by the Presbyters. 


The following is the Sentence of Consecration : 


Whereas, in the year of our Lord 1847, W. E. Martin, J. H. Gre- 
gorie, Jos. V. Morrison, Samuel Laurence, J. E. Moore Mitchell, and 
other individuals of the Protestant Episcopal Church, residing in the 
district of Beaufort, So.Ca., at Gillisonville, the seat ot the Court House 
of said district, moved, as we humbly trust, by the good Providence and 
Grace of God, adopted measures for organizing a congregation, obtain- 
ing a Pastor, and erecting a Church : 

And whereas, the said Congregation, under the name of ‘Ascen- 
sion Church” was organized by the Election of Wardens and Vestry- 
men, and by “the permission” (made necessary by canon 31st) of the 
Rector of the Church of the Holy Trinity at Grahamville, within whose 
parochial limits Gillisonville was understood to be included, a Min- 
ister was elected; and at,the Convention of the Diocese of South- 
Carolina, in Feb, 1848, the said Congregation was admitted into union 
with that body : 

And whereas, alot of land well located for the site of a Church 
and sufficiently large for a cemetery, has been provided, being the gift 
of W. E. Martin, Esq. : 

And whereas, by the liberality of the members of this Congrega- 
tion, generously assisted by persons residing in this village, and in other 
parts of the State, there has been built this Church, so creditable to 
the zeal and taste of its founders and friends, and so well adapted for 
its holy purposes : 

And whereas, application from the proper authorities having been 
made to the Bishop, it has been consecrated by him, assisted in this 
sacred solemnity by the Rev. S. Elliott, assistant Minister of Prince 
William’s Parish, the Rev. W. O. Prentiss, Rector of St. Bartholomew’s 
Parish, and the Rev.C. E. Leverett, Rector of Prince William’s Parish, 
and the Rev. B. Johnson, Rector of this Church. 

Now therefore be it known to all, that from the date of this ‘fSentence 
of Consecration,” this building, under the name of “Ascension Church,” 
is sacredly and exclusively appropriated to these purposes—Prayer 
to God the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, three Persons but one 
God; the “Administration of the Sacraments and other rites and cer- 
emonies of the Church; and teaching truth and duty as set forth in the 
word of God, and as expounded by the Church of God, in the Liturgy, 
Offices, Catechism, Articles, Homilies, Constitution and Canons of the 
Protestant Episcopal Church in the United States of America, and of 
the Diocese of South Carolina. 

Given this 11th day of June, being Whit-Sunday,and also St. Barnabas’ 
Day, at Gillisonville, Beaufort District, South Carolina—the Rey. Ben- 
jamin Johnson being Rector, and the gentlemen, first named, being 
Vestrymen and Wardens of the said Church. 


CHRISTOPHER E. GADSDEN, 
Bishop of the Diocese of South-Carolina, 
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Ordinations.—On ‘Trinity Sunday,” one of the stated days for ad- 
mitting to Holy Orders, Rev. W. H. Hanckel, Rector of “Church on 
Edisto Island,” was admitted to the Priesthood, and Mr. James Ward 
Simmons to the Order of Deacons, The Sermon was by Rev. Mr. 
Hyatt, who presented the candidates, and with Rev. J. B. Campbell, 
concurred in the laying on of hands on the Rev. W. H. Hanckel. On 
Wednesday, June 21,at Trinity Church, Columbia, Mr. John De Witt 
M’Collough, was admitted tothe Holy Order of Deacons. He was 
presented by Rev. P. J.Shand. “Morning Prayer’ by Rey. Mr. Swart; 
the Sermonby Rey. Mr. Curtis. The Holy Communion, as prescribed, 
by the Bishop. 

The Rev. Mr. Downing .—This reverend brother,lately of the Diocese of 
South-Carolina, was ordained Priest by Bishop Otey, in Christ Church, 
Jefferson County, Mississippi, on the 3d Sunday after Easter. He is 
the Rector of St. Philip’s Church,Kirkwood,“in memory,” as our cor- 
respondent kindly informs us, “of St. Philip’s, Charleston.” 

Missions of the Church.—Domestic.—Early in the 18th century, the 
Society in England for propagating the Gospel, began to send to North 
America, Christian Ministers, Catechists, School Masters, and Libra- 
ries, and means to build churches. From the first report, we extract— 
“Nor has the Society turned their thoughts only on the Indians in the 
northern parts of theEnglish dominions,but have sent also one Mission- 
ary for the service of the Yeomansee Indians to the South of Carolina, 
who having been lately engaged ina war with the Spaniards, and 
every day in danger of an invasion from them,were not in a condition to 
receive instruction, nor was it thought fit by the Governors to trust him 
yet amongst them, but as soon as ’tis practicable to treat with them, 
there are assurances he shall leave the neighborhood, where he is in- 
structing many souls as much neglected as the former, the Negroes of 
Goosecreek. The Society has not only had a regard to Infidels, but, 
as becometh Christians, has taken care of its own countrymen, in 
sending Ministers, with good allowances, to the several parts along the 
continent of North America, where they were most wanted, and the 
harvest is ripe for such labourers, who will faithfully resist and oppose 
the progress of Atheism, Infidelity, Quakerism, Antinomianism, ignor- 
ance, and immorality, which have hitherto fatally overspread those 
infant Churches.” This first year the yearly subscriptions amounted 
to £1000, and a lady the same year gave another thousand pounds. 

Michigan.—Marshall.—The Missionary writes—‘‘Owing to the de- 
pressed state of the Missionary Treasury, and the fact that this parish 
has received aid for a period of five years or more, the Bishop thinks it 
must now sustain itself. This it will find difficult to do; but I trust there 
will be manifested a liberality on the part of the parish commensurate 
with its wants.” 

Trenton.-—‘ God’s people do not surely consider what an account is 
preparing to strike the balance so fearfully against them, or they would 
not, so large a majority of them, allow the Church repeatedly, yet still 
in vain, to call for that which of right belongs to it, and hath been put 


into their hands for ready keeping..- ----- Thus far, I believe it safe to 
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affirm, we have paid to the Committee, by stated collections at the 
Holy Communion, a larger amount than as yet received by us, a cir- 
cumstance probably not often occurring in missionary stations, and 
which I beg you to understand, is not owing to our large numbers and 
wealth, for we are comparatively feeble in both respects, though grad- 
ually improving, butrather to something of system, and withal, I trust, a 
willing heart....... In the morning, the Rev. Mr. Hunter, who has 
commenced a private male school in his own house, about half a mile 
from me, on the same side of the isle, with promise of great usefulness 
officiates at home, chiefly forthe benefit of his pupils and family, as 
many of the neighbors attending with them as are so disposed and can 
be accommodated. In the afternoon, the service has been held at my 
own house, fora number of weeks, and we hope to continue it thus 
statedly, between us, at one of our dwellings, perhaps alternately, till 
means shall be raised for the erection of a more appropriate ‘House of 
Prayer,’ God giving us His blessing.” 

Greece—Athens.—At Christmas “our hymns of praise, including the 
Doxology of the Angelic Host, having beensung—and all our exercises 
closed, the crowd slowly dispersed; and while we lingered behind to 
see'that none were forgotten, it was affecting to see many of the parents 
pressing upon us, with their children in their hands, to thank us for the 
past, to implore God’s blessing upontheir benefactors, and to express 
their earnest hope, that -we might all thus meet together on the next 
anniversary, ‘To this, however, our hearts were too full of anxiety and 
doubt to be able to respond. We felt that, perhaps, another festival 
like this would not be celebrated, and that this, our seventeenth anni- 
versary, was, in all probability, destined to be our dast....... I have 
determined, by God’s blessing, to continue our work upon its present 
footing until the usual summer vacation, (10th July,) when no observa- 
tions will be made. Whether we renew our operations at the expira- 
tion of the vacation, will depend, ina great measure, upon the answer 
I shall receive to this communication.” 

Africa.—“At this very time, when the greatest number of missiona- 
ries ever is the field should have been doubled—we have seen our force 
gradually reduced, until there remains but one ordained laborer in the 
Mission? Butthat one laborer never felt greater cause for gratitude 
and encouragement—never perceived a louder call upon the faith and 
zeal of the Church, than is furnished in the actual state and prospects 
of the Mission, which he is now permitted to exhibit....... It is cause 
of devout gratitude to the Missionary that he is permitted to report 
having held a public service and preached on every Sunday during the 
year, tonative congregations averaging 200, and besides, preached on 
an average four time every week at this station to the Mission family, 
and in four small native towns belonging to Cavalla. In the Sunday- 
schools, on every Sunday afternoon, he and Mrs. Payne, with assistants, 
have met and instructed about eighty persons, including members of 
the schools and others connected with the Mission family.” At Mount 
Vaughn, number instructed is 100—communicants 21....... At Grebo, 
‘‘the Missionary has continued to devote two hours every morning, 
(when at home,) to writing and translating the Scriptures into Grebo, 
During the year he has reviewed Genesis and the Gospel according to 
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St. Luke, translated the Gospel according to St. John and the Acts of 
the Apostles, and written a History of the Greboes in their native 
tongue.” The Governor, Rupwam has been received into the Church. 
three Missionaries it is expected to send out soon. 

China.—The Rev. Mr. Spalding writes ‘I commenced with the Cate- 
chism, which the Bishop had prepared, and have nearly learned the 
whole of the same, in the dialect of this province. I have carefully 
written the whole of it offin romanized characters, and shall make 
myself master of every word before I take up any thing else. The 
words which I learn from it are those which I must necessarily use in 
preaching. Itis a great help to have something of the kind with 
which the mind is familiar. lam convinced that it will be an invalu- 
able assistant to us, as misslonaries, in instructing these poor heathen 
in the doctrines of the blessed Saviour’s religion. I shall begin the 
Gospel of St. Matthew, when I have completed the Catechism, and go 
through with that in the same manner. Almost every day I take a few 
tracts in my pocket and go out among the people, and try to use the 
words that I have learned. Itisnotavery difficult thing to enter into 
conversation with a Chinaman; for it seems to me that you have only to 
look at him somewhat wishfully, and hespeaks.’”” The number inthe 
Congregation is 150, in the School 26....... “The Bishop has been en- 
gaged as one of the Committee for the revision of the Chinese transla- 
tion ofthe Holy Scriptures,which has been in session since June in this 
city, and which is yet engaged in the work. This has required all his 
strength; and it is a matter of gratitude that he has been enabled to give 
the labor which he has been compelled to do to this important work. 
I deem the work in which he is thus engaged quite as important as the 
preaching......- I feel every day more and more convinced of the im- 
portance of schools in all Missions to the heathen, if we would make 
the most of our instrumentality and do them essential good. My dear 
brother, how often and fervently should this school be remembered in 
the prayers of Christians at home, especially by those who are giving 
of their earthly treasure, that they may betrained up, in the principles 
and doctrines of Christianity.”...... The Bishop writes, ‘‘my reason 
for not preaching, is, that it excites my nervous system too much, and 
on this account my physicians wholly forbid it; quiet work in my study 
does not affect me so much. I am now preparing a pamphlet on the 
correct rendering of é¢0g into Chinese, forthe press. I hope to finish 
itin a week or ten days. The question discussed is of vital impor- 
tance to the success of the missionary work in China.” 

The amount received for Domestic Missionsis $2,185; from South 
Carolina,0. For Foreign, $1,629; from South Carolina, $132. 


An interesting extract of a Letter from Bishop Southgate, is una- 
voidably omitted for want of room. 
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OBUIMCGARY WOrrCcwas. 


Died, at Millwood, 8. C. on Friday last, at the age of 25 years, Harriet F. Hampton, 
eldest daughter of Col. Wade Hampton. 

Possessed of every grace that adorns and every quality that elevates existence, there 
has been seldom seen so perfect a model of how a human being should live, and never a 
more sublime example of how one should die. Placed, at an early age, at the head of 
her father’s family, she presided over his large and hospitable household with strikin 
dignity and elegance.H er life was one in which no deed of loveur kindness was aniiiek 
no duty left unfulfilled, and every act and sentiment marked by a most complete propri- 
ety. When Death approached,with slow steps, and long shook over her his uplifted dart, 
she contemplated the King of Terrors not merely without dread, but with serenity and 
cheerfulness. Her sure faith and unclouded hope imparted much of her own resignation 
to those around her, the most fervent affections of whose hearts clung to her with unut- 
terable fondness. The Bible that had been her companion through life, was her refuge 
at its close, and inspired her with fortitude from the holiest source. Its sacred wo 
were the last sounds that she heard = earth, and were blended (it may be) in her 
dying ear with the welcoming songs of her sister angels. No mortal, in putting on im- 
mortality, ever had less of earth to put off. Father, brothers, sisters, friends grieve with - 
out bitterness for her who has 

“Allured to brighter worlds, and led the way.” 
[ Charleston Courier. 


Departed this life on the 20th of May, in the 65th year of his age, Mr. Brewsamin B. 
Jounson, Senior Warden of Immanuel Church, Chester. 

Being, for some time before his death, deprived of the privileges of attendance 
upon the public worship of the sanctuary of the Lord, he asked and received in private, 
those consolations, which the Church affords to all her afflicted children. 


Ata meeting of the congregation of St. Stephen’s Chapel, held on Sunday, the 25th 
inst., the following Preamble and Resolutions were adopted : 

Whereas, it has pleased Almighty God to remove by death our beloved Pastor, the 
Rev. Tuomas C. Dupont: And, Whereas, his death has taken place under circumstan- 
ces most painfully afflicting, we, the congregation, worshipping in St. Stephen’s Chapel, 
desire thus publicly to express our high estimate of the character and piety of the de- 
ceased. Therefore, 

Resolved, That in our estimation, the Rev. Taos. C. Dupont, has, during his ministry 
of seven years among us, been distinguished by a stern and unwavering adherence to 
principle—by an ardent love for souls—by a self-sacrificing devotion to the cause of 
Christ—by unwearied efforts for the promotion of the best interests of the ftock com- 
mitted to hiscare. His toils in our behalf have never been intermitted. No plans 
deemed by him effective for building us up in Christ’s most holy faith have been left 
untried. He has faithfully proclaimed to us the word of life; been ‘‘instant in season and 
out of season; reproved, rebuked, exhorted, with all long-suffering and doctrine.” The 
poor have reaped the benefit of his anxious solicitude; the widow has experienced his 
watchful care; the orphan has enjoyed the fruit of his provident and tender love. In 
one word, we believe that he has lived for and “in Christ.” 

2d. Resolved, That whilst we mourn over the manner of his death, and are humbled 
to the dust by the sad bereavement, we attribute it solely and entirely to mental abder- 
ration, caused by the arduous and many labors (labors sufficient to break down the 
strongest mind) in which his ardent temperament and devoted zeal led him to engage. 

3d. Resolved, That werespectfully and sincerely sympathize with his afflicted widow 
and fatherless children in their bereavement, and pray that the God of Grace will be 
their comforter. 

4th. Resolved, That as a token of respect for his memory, we will erect a monument 
either within the Church, or over his grave, as may be determined on by a Committee 
of three, to be nominated by the Chairman of this meeting, which Committee shall forth- 
with proceed to collect subscriptions for this purpose. 

Sth. Resolved, That a copy of these resolutions be forwarded by the Chairman, with 


a letter of condolence to the widow of the deceased, and that they be published in the 
Gospel Messenger, and the daily Gazettes of the city. 


T. P. GREEN, Chairman. 
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ACKNOWLEDGMENTS. 


The following amounts have been received for Domestic Missions, during the month 
of June. 


From St. Thaddeus’ Church, Aiken, for the Jews, - - - - $5 90 
Monthly Missionary Lecture for June, domestic Mis. general, - - 4 00 
From a Lady in Jacksonv ille, Florida, Mission to the Jews, - - - 10 00 
“ “4 Chur ch Building, Pittsburg, Indiana, m - 10 00 
‘. ¢ “ for Tremont, Illinois, - - - - 1 50 
4 és ‘for Pre-emption Prairie, Illinois, building School, - 5 00 
a“ Z “for Joliet, Illinois, Church Building, - : - 5 90 
T T “ for W atarloo IL., a“ - - - . 5» 00 
‘6 « ‘¢ for Chester, IIL, “ " - - - 5 00 
7 és ‘for Little Forrt, — “ - - - 5 00 
é ‘< “ for Frankfort, Ky.,  “ i“ : - - 5 00 
rr ‘ “for Nashotah, a“ as - = - 10 00 
“ §t. Stephen’s and upper St. John’ s from an individual for Western Mis., 10 00 
PP 6 ‘* from another individual for Nashotah, - 25 00 
4s ‘6 “ as “‘ for Bishop Freeman’s Mission, - 25 00 
~*~ « All Saints’, Waccamaw, Mission to the Jews, - - . : ° 5 00 
‘an individual for Nashotah, - . . . ‘ 3 7 : 15 00 
“ §t. Michael’s Church, Charleston, domestic missions, general, - - 33 28 
‘ “6 6 ‘* Nashotah, - a: » ° 2 67 
‘ 66 ‘“ “ Western Missions, - - 10 00 
4s ‘6 « ‘* Bishop Freeman’s Mis. School, - - 2 00 





J. K. SASS, 
Receiving Agent, Diocese of S. C 





The undersigned gratefully acknowledges the following receipts of money for the 
Nashotah Mission, viz: 

From St. Michael’s Church, Charleston, 8. C., for educational purposes, $22 through 
J. K. Sass, Esq. From Trinity Church, Columbus, Ga., $20, through Thos. N. Stanford, 
Esq., of New York ;—and $5 from Anonymous, Pensacola, Flor ida. 

James Lioyp Breck, 
Agent for the Nashotah Mission. 
Nashotah Lakes, Wisconsin, 19th May, 1848. 


— 





The valuable Sketch of the life of Bishop Seabury, in our June number, we inadvert- 
ently neglected to state, was from a Sermon by the Rev. A. C. Coxe, of Hartford, Conn. 


——<— zt 





CALENDAR FOR JULY, 1848. 


2. Second Sunday after Trinity. 23. Fifth Sunday after Trinity. 
9. Third Sunday after Trinity. 25. St. James, Apostle and Martyr, 
16. Fourth Sunday after Trinity. 30. Siath Sunday after Trinity. 








